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by Italy and France, the project was extinguished on the 27th
by Germany's refusal.
After 28 July the question for Great Britain increasingly
became, not how she could stop the war, but what she should do
when it broke out. On the sgth Grey warned both the German
and French ambassadors—the first not to count on the neutrality
of Great Britain, the second not to count on her intervention.
The same evening, after a Crown Council at Potsdam, the
German chancellor made a direct bid for British neutrality.1
He offered a pledge that no part of France should be annexed
(though her colonies might be); that Holland's neutrality and
integrity should be respected by Germany; and that, while 'it
depended upon the action of France what operations Germany
might be forced to enter upon in Belgium3, yet 'when the war
was over Belgian integrity would be respected, if she had not
sided against Germany'. These terms, which pointed both to
,the stripping of France and the violation of Belgium, Grey
emphatically rejected, while still appealing to Germany to co-
operate for peace. On the 3Oth the British cabinet for the first
time considered the problem of Belgian neutrality; and on the
same day the French ambassador, referring to the Anglo-French
exchange of letters in November 1912 and the joint discussion
there provided for in the event of a crisis, inquired what the
British government proposed to do about it. Grey asked twenty-
four hours' delay to consult the cabinet; but on the 3ist he had
to report that it was still unable to egive any pledge at the present
time'. Later that day Germany, on hearing that Russia mobi-
lized, proclaimed Kriegsgefahr (a state preliminary to mobiliza-
tion), and at midnight sent a twelve-hour ultimatum to St.
Petersburg demanding that the Russian mobilization should
stop. On 2 August she declared war against Russia, and on
3 August against France.
Meanwhile two urgent issues of action or abstention confronted
the British cabinet. As between France and England there arose
the problem of fleets. The Channel, it will be remembered, had
been relegated by the French to the British navy. It was there-
fore physically possible, if Great Britain remained neutral, for
the German fleet to steam unopposed through the Straits of
Dover, bombard the French coast, and perhaps land troops in
rear of the French forces. But such operations would not only
1 British White Paper (Cd. 7467 of 1914), No. 85.

